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DE. HOSTE was one of the "Cambridge Seven" who went 
o to China in 1885. In 1900 he succeeded Hudson Taylor 
as the General Director of the China Inland Mission. This re- 
sponsibility he carried for thirty-five years. 

Mr, Hoste was an unusual and remarkable man, outstanding 
in spiritual stature, a man of the mountain-top, who communed 
with God continually in the heavenlies, and from such heights 
gained a clear and far-seeing vision of the things of earth. In 
consequence, Hudson Taylor once said of his words that they 
''ought to be written in letters of gold," Because of their rich 
and abiding worth, it is some of these words of his which are 
here given fresh circulation. They reveal how a man of Gad in a 
position of leadership had learnt to evaluate and to deal with men 
and affairs, 

"When God raises up a man for special service, He first works 
in that man the principles which later on are, through, his labours 
and influence, to be the means of widespread blessing to the 
Church and the world." So wrote D. E, Hoste in the Introduc- 
tion to the biography of his leader and hero, Hudson Taylor. 
What applied in tfie life of the founder of the China Inland 
Mission applied also in the life of the one who later became its 
leader. God worked in him the principles of diat true humility 
which willingly accepts the lower place, and does not strive; 
the sustained discipline which never relaxes in its vigil against 
the subtle temptation to self-indulgence; the leadership which 
works by co-operation and example, rather than the ruthless 
exercise of authority. He learned deep secrets as he went on doing 



the will of his Master, and some of those secrets were divulged 
in the letters and articles he wrote for the benefit of fellow 
missionaries of whom he had been entrusted with the oversight. 
From these writings, and a few of his addresses, hive been culled 
D. E. Haste's comments on some of the vital principles govern- 
ing our relationship to God and our fellow-men. 



Extracts from Letters 



"If I have any gift at all," he said once, "I feel it is along the 
lines of applying Christian principles to life." 



Spiritual Leadership 

WHAT is the essential difference between spurious and true 
Christian leadership? When a man, in virtue of an official 
position in the Church, demands the obedience of another, 
irrespective of the latter 's reason and conscience, this is the spirit 
of tyranny. When, on the other hand, by the exercise of tact and 
sympathy, by prayer, spiritual power and sound wisdom, one 
Christian worker is able to inihieLiee and enlighten another, so 
that the latter, through the medium of his own reason, arid 
conscience, is led to alter one course and adopt another, this is 
true spiritual leadership. 



The faculty of keeping an open mind until all die facts and 
circumstances beating upon a question have been ascertained is 
by no means common, and yet for the right guidance and 
management of complex affairs, it is obviously essential. I have 
had occasion repeatedly to observe that individuals gifted in 
some respects are sadly lacking in the quality mentioned; and 
yet unless the one in a central position is careful to hear and 
weigh all diat has to be said touching the different aspects of a 
given affair, he will not be in a position either to reach a sound 
conclusion or to carry with him the consent and confidence of 
those affected by that conclusion. 






Perhaps the most important, and in some ways the most 
difficult pan of a General Director's functions lies in the exercise 



of helpful influence on the minds and so on the work of import- 
ant colleagues. For such a purpose he needs indeed to "speak as 
the oracles of God,' 1 which, as I think we shall agree, involves a 
holy fear and trembling as to his own state of heart before God 
and in relation to his brethren. Unless he is constantly and faith- 
fully wrestling in the heavenlies with the powers of darkness, 
there is real danger of his becoming involved In wrestling with 
his colleagues. As the Scripture says, "The servant of die Lord 
must not strive, but be gentle." Tn this connection 1 have my- 
self often been reminded of our Lord's teaching that it will 
not be easy to obtain the bread wherewith to feed others, 
"How forcible are right words!" And again, "The word in 
season, how good it is !" But such words are not easy to obtain. 

Qualification for Leadership 
my personal judgment, for what it may be worth, is that 
capacity to appreciate the gifts and powers of widely varying 
kinds of workers, and then to help them along the lines of their 
own personalities and working, is the main quality for oversight 
in a Mission like ours. 

Experience has confirmed to rne the great importance of 
thorough and comprehensive knowledge of a man, obtained by 
observing him. in different spheres and relationships. In some 
respects . , . was undoubtedly fitted, but as time went on, and 
one had increasing opportunities of really gauging his mental 
calibre, the more I was obliged to recognize that he did not 
possess the amplitude of mind necessary for appreciating and 
learning from the thought and experience of others, and then 
weaving it into his own thinking and arrangements. History 
shows that this faculty has, as a rule, been possessed by great 
political and military leaders. Napoleon, for instance (perhaps 
the greatest of them all), had a council composed of able men, 
each with special knowledge and experience in some one line 
of public matters, such as foreign affairs, finance, police, making 
of roads and other departments of civil engineering bearing 
upon communication, sanitation, etc. He was a good listener and 



possessed in a high degree the gift of applying the special know- 
ledge of others to a particular set of circumstances. 
* * * 

As time goes on, I become increasingly persuaded that the 
spiritual and moral qualities requisite for helpful dealing with 
Church affairs and guiding other workers, are to be found quite 
as much in men and women drawn from one social stratum as 
from anodier. The practical point is that they are really men and 
women of prayer, deeply distrustful of their own judgment and 
impulses, only forming opinions and expressing them as taught 
and guided by the Holy Spirit. "We come back to the holy but 
fundamental truth that it is the spiritual that is the practical. 
■k * + 

Experience more and more demonstrates the unwisdom of 
predictions as to leadership in the work of one or another. It is 
well to recognize that this mainly depends upon the faithful, 
persevering fulfilment of the laws of progress. 

In a Mission like ours, those guiding its aifairs must be pre-* 
pared to put up with waywardness and opposition and be able 
to desist from courses of action which, though they may be 
intrinsically sound and beneficial, are not approved by some of 
those affected. I shall never forget the impression made upon me 
by Mr. Taylor in connection with these affairs. Again and again, 
he was obliged either greatly to modify or lay aside projects 
which are sound and helpful, but met with determined opposi- 
tion, and so tended to create greater evds than those which might 
have been removed or mitigated by the changes in question. 
Later on, in answer to patient continuance in prayer, many of 
such projects were given effect to. Patient persevering prayer 
plays a more vital and practical part in the development of the 
Mission's work than most people have any idea of. 

Preparation for Leadership 
painful as it was, the prolonged discipline of suffering and 
danger through which David had to pass was necessary, if he 






was to be preserved from failure similar to that of Saul, when 
in his turn subjected to the trials and temptations of trie kingly 
office. Let not those, therefore, who are desirous of being 
fruitful in God's work be unduly cast down if for a portion, at 
any rate, of their lives they find their plans are thwarted, and 
they themselves discredited and humiliated. Then is the time to act 
upon the injunction to "humble ourselves under the mighty hand 
of God, "and to learn to be as a weaned child before Him, and thus 
to be purged from that self-will and self-energy which are prone 
to operate with subdc but deadly effect in undisciplined lives. 

* + * 

Should any feel their present sphere to be either too narrow 
or too uncongenial, it is well to bear in mind that by failing to 
"let patience have its perfect work," and insisting upon being 
given a position more in consonance with what they think to 
be due to them, they may render it morally impossible for the 
God of Abraham to fit them for the service which He desires 
to accomplish through them later on. 

Relationship to Fellow-workers 
IT is probably true to say that every servant of the Lord 
desires to be an instrument of blessing in His hand. The fulfil- 
ment of this desire may often depend upon the union of two 
hitherto divided and mutually antagonistic individuals or com- 
munities. We do well to ask ourselves whether one reason for 
lack of greater progress and frtlitfulness in our work may not 
be due to a lack of adjustment with some other servant or 
servants of the Lord. Are we prepared to take steps essential to 
healing such division? "We are commanded to lay aside ill-will, 
confessing our faults one to another and humbling ourselves in 
order that such breaches may be healed. 

* * * 

The duty of, as far as possible, putting right any wrong done 
to another, is given an early and prominent place in our Lord s 
teaching of His disciples, as recorded in Matt. v. 23, H- That is 






to say, die acceptance of ourselves and our gifts by the Lord is 
vitally affected by our relations with our fellows. It is to be feared 
tint not infrequently barrenness both, in personal experience and 
in service, may be due to some disregard of tliis precept. 

Sin of any kind grieves the Holy Spirit, but that form, of it 
which finds expression in bitterness towards another child of 
God causes Him special pain; just as, conversely, love and unity 
amongst the Lord's people draws forth in an especial degree 
His favour and blessing. 

If the Holy Spirit, in spite of so much in us and our ways to 
grieve Him, does not leave us, we should be very slow to con- 
clude that we cannot work with some other Christian. The 
sense of our own ignorance and proneness to err may well work 
in us a spirit of gentleness and forbearance toward our fellow- 
believers, whose previous advantages and opportunities may have 
been less than our own. 

It might have been expected that the Lord, at whose com- 
mand Abraham had left his native land and its cherished associa- 
tions, would see to it that his companion should be thoroughly 
congenial and helpful. But it was not so. On the contrary, it is 
clear thar, whilst Lot seems to have had a measure of faith, he 
was weak, selfish and unspiritual, and therefore a cause of strain 
and anxiety rather than of strength and comfort. And yet we 
may be sure that the trial and discipline diis involved were 
necessary to the forming of Abraham's character and of working 
in. him the moral and spiritual qualities essential to his being a 
"father of many nations," 

Speaking as the Oracles of God 
it is a fact that our minds cannot receive collect impressions of 
God's plan and methods for the carrying on of the work unless 
much time is given to waiting upon Him. Nor will there be 
spiritual power in our public ministry for the conversion of 
souls and the real feeding of the flock of God without prolonged 
and strenuous supplications. 




I remember being early impressed by our Lord's teaching that 
it would not be easy to obtain the right words, whether for a 
number or for an individual, whether Christian or pagan. 
W J tell you, He said, he will not give him because he is his friend 
(ye are My friends if yc do whatsoever I command you), but 
because he wearied him." How much do we know of prevailing 
importunity for bread with which to feed others? He is no 
respecter of persons; it is the one who recognizes the true nature 
of his vocation as a worker for Christ and gives himself to 
importunate prayer for bread with which to feed others, whether 
fellow-workers, church members or unbelievers, who will be 
useful. How often have 1 for days waited in earnest prayer for 
right words in replying to a letter dealing with some trouble or 
difficulty in a district or station. 



Is the need of waiting upon God for messages given a siifhcient 
place in our teaching of others? How true it is that the Lord is 
no respecter of persons. 1 expect we have both often had the 
experience of receiving spiritual help and refreshment through 
some quite young brodier or sister who is experimentally joined 
to the Lord, whilst there has been a sad lack of such refreshment 
in intercourse with some of much greater maturity. 

It is morally impossible to exercise trust in God while there 
is failure to wait upon Him for guidance and direction. The 
man who does not learn to wait upon the Lord and have his 
thoughts moulded by Him will never possess that steady purpose 
and calm trust, which is essential to die exercise of wise influence 
upon others, in times of crisis and difficulty. 

The Practice of Prayer 
I FIND it a good thing to fast. I do not lay down rules for 
anyone in this matter, but I know it has been a good thing for 
me to go widiout meals to get time for prayer. So many say 
they have not sufficient time to pray. We think nothing of 
spending an hour or two in taking our meals. It is worth while 



trying out doing without sometimes. What a benefit it is 
spiritually, and I believe our digestions would benefit also ! 

* * * 

If our vision of the unseen and eternal is to be kept bright and 
true, how important it is that we be found faithful in our daily 
personal communion with the Lord Himself through earnest 
prayer and study of His holy "Word. 

Thus, and thus only, shall we be preserved, whether from the 
temptations and snares of the devil and allurements of the world, 
or in. the hour of depression and sorrow. 

* * * 

Should it not be recognized that the practice of prayer and 
intercession needs to be taught to young believers, or rather 
developed in young believers, quite as much, if nor more so than 
other branches of the curriculum? Unless, however, we ourselves 
are, dirough constant persevering practice, truly alive unto God 
in this holy warfare, we shall be ineffective in influencing others. 
I am quite sure the rule holds that the more we pray the more we 
want to pray; the converse also being true. 

True Humility 
"showing all meekness unto all men." The very word 
"meekness" implies that there has been wrong treatment, 
calling, in the Christian, for the exercise of patience, humility 
and tenderness of heart and of manner. "He that is hasty of spirit 
exalteth folly." We do well to remember that failure in this 
respect goes far to vitiate and render fruitless a ministry, which 
may otherwise be characterized with much real earnestness and 
ability. 



God has revealed to us that one of His own attributes is that 
He is slow to anger. A calm and patient spirit in the presence of 
wrong and injustice should be cultivated by every Christian 
man; but it is specially needful in. the case of those entrusted 
with the high honour of preaching the Gospel or exercising 



oversight amongst the Lord's people. "The beginning of strife is 
like the letting out of water." It is of vital importance, therefore, 
if at any time we find ourselves tempted to enter into contention, 
that we should seek for grace to be kept from doing so, and give 
ourselves to quiet waiting upon the Lord for His power and 
guidance. In no other way can we be fitted to deal wirh the faults 
and disputes of others without ourselves becoming infected with 
the spirit of strife and partisanship. 



As we see the sins, vices and follies of others, the tendency for 
a spirit of bitterness, impatience and contempt in some degree to 
possess us, is at once strong and subde. We witness acts of 
depravity which we ourselves have not committed, and are apt 
to conclude that we are therefore better than persons so behaving. 
It is the mistake of the Pharisee, who, no doubt sincerely, 
thanked God that he was not as others but who, our Lord has 
told us, was ncverthelsss condemned. He did not perceive that 
the true measure of guilt of each individual is to be gauged not 
so much by the character of certain actions, as by the extent to 
which he has come short of the standard of conduct which 
God expects of him, having regard to the light and opportunity 
granted to him. A heartfelt perception of this fundamental 
truth will help us in forming a true estimate of ourselves as 
compared with others, and will work in us that spirit of meekness 
and respect in our contact with our fellow-men, without which 
our efforts for their good are in danger of being fruitless. 

"He Humbled Himself 
The Son of God became man. Whilst on earth He had every 
right to the obedience of man, whether as Creator, or as die heir 
to the throne of David, or in virtue of His personal character 
and conduct. Each and all of these rights were not only ignored, 
but were trampled underfoot, our Lord deliberately refusing to 
assert or vindicate them by any appeal to power, divine ot 
human. The result was His death, and, so far as man was 



concerned, the defeat of His cause May we have grace so to 

follow in the footsteps of our Lord that our witness as ministers 
of the Gospel may not be impaired, and we may thus be able to 
approve ourselves as the servants of God. Herein will he our true 
victory and fruitfulness; the other method of self-assertion or 
demanding rights, resulting with equal certainty in spiritual 
defeat and barrenness. 



How easy it is in some measure to lose sight of the fact that 
the only Christian life is the Christ-life worked out in relation to 
the circumstances of our lives. 

The Secret of Submission 
how important it is, when some "brook" (natural comfort, 
friendship, prosperity, health) in our lives is drying up, not to 
murmur, or if it is brought about by the misdoings of fellow- 
men not to let our minds dwell over much on it, lest we become 
full of bitterness; in which case these things will not work for 
our good but will work harm. We are told in Rom. viii that 
"all tilings work together for good to them that love God." 
Not to those that God loves, for He loves all. It is necessary to 
love God practically, in the experience, to maintain a right 
attitude towards Hun of quiet confidence in Him and faithfulness 
to Him. 



To take the lowly place in a misunderstanding; when slighted 
or hurt to go under the slight or hurt, humbling oneself under 
the mighty hand of God, relying on Him in due season to exalt 
one, is faith in operation. 



Self-discipline 
A SEKsrrivB conscience about the use of time needs to be 
maintained. The fact that a missionary is not immediately 



responsible to some superior as to die use of his time carries 
with it a serious temptation to laxity hi tills matter. 



tries you very much, and if yon arc going to get along at all it 
has to be by the exercise of love. 



It is also true that even with a fixed timetable or schedule it 
is possible to be indolent there too. One can do the work in a 
slovenly manner without heart or preparation. Then* coo, we 
may be faithful when we are preparing to preach before a crowd, 
but when it is just teaching half a dozen Chinese, I found the 
need of watchfulness against careless work, May we have grace 
to do our best every time and all the time. 

When young people first come out, how this one or that one 
makes an impression by ability, zeal or personality. It is easy to 
imagine such and suck a one is going to make a great success. 
But it is wiser to wait and see. Often the unnoticed and less 
gifted ones by sheer diligence and devotion become the 
successes. 

"Ephraim is as an heifer that lovcth. to tread out the corn" 
(Hos. x. 11). Most of us are familiar with the picture of an ox or 
heifer standing between an altar and a plough with the words, 
"Ready for either," underneath, This is just what Ephraim, as 
described by the Prophet Hosea, was not. He loved an easy life 
and a soft piece of work in preference to service that involved 
real sacrifice and toil. This was the more sad because Ephraim 
originally was designed for pre-eminence amongst the Tribes, 
which pre-eminence, rightly understood, involved special 
burdens and even sufferings on behalf of others. 

Love Worked Out in Daily Life 
every true Christian wants more love. How does the Lord 
make us to increase and abound in this love? 

One way may be by putting alongside of us somebody who 
very much calls for the exercise of love. You see, it is quite easy 
if somebody wants to do us a good turn, to be kind to such a 
one, but it is another matter to have one right alongside who 
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One reason why there are not more converts gathered in is 
that we fail right here. The Lord puts alongside of us perhaps 
a babe, a babe in Christ, a vexatious sort of person, one who 
walks along the natural plane, carnal, self-willed, self-opinion- 
ated, self-conceited. That babe is in Christ. What are wc going 
to do? We can learn to love that person. I am sure you will 
agree with me that it is absolutely essential in these matters of 
relationship with individuals that we win through on the side 
of love. It is a tremendous fight sometimes. Let us not be defeated 
here. 



We must not be surprised, if we are earnestly seeking after 
love, if He permits us to be tried in some fierce way that cuts 
to the quick, by somebody that goes against the grain. And the 
trial keeps on. It is not just as a storm soon over, but going on 
and on, 

I believe that the Lord is looking at us all the time, and if we 
fight through by faith in Christ, although it is a sore conflict, 
then we are "made partakers of the love of Christ" more fully. 
We are made partakers of Christ if wc hold fast the beginning 
of our confidence firm unto the end, That is a great principle. 
It applies right through the Christian life in many different 
ways. It applies to salvation at the outset and goes on to the 
end. Then the Lord says, "Yes, this dear child of Mine, through 
My gtace, has won through; he has loved that babe in Christ, 
that carnal one that I put alongside him and so I can entrust him 
with much more." 



Whilst it is true tliat every Christian has the duties of his own 
particular sphere to the fulfilment and care of which the 
individual concerned necessarily and rightly must devote the 



main part of his time and energy; yet it is of vital importance 
that each one of us should maintain and cultivate a prayerful, 
sympathetic interest towards God's people and God's work 
everywhere. We must he careful to carry out the injunction of 
our Lord to His disciples to lift up their eyes, and look on the 
fields; otherwise, the words of the oldadage, "Oat of sight, out 
of mind " will speedily become true in our case. 



Selected Writings 



Jonathans Robe 

"femtkati stripped himself of (he robe that was upon him, and gape it 

Ic David." i Sam. xviii, 4, 

JUDGED by the ordinary standards of the world, the career 
of Jonathan might be said to have ended prematurely in 
failure, and with the splendid prospects of his early manhood 
unrealized. Estimated in the light of God's word, its value and 
significance are far otherwise. The lesson winch it teaches us 
is, perhaps, best expressed in the words of our Lord: "He that 
loseth his life shall save it." The real worth and completeness of 
a career cannot be reckoned in the light of its outward circum- 
stances. Apparent failure may mean the deepest and most lasting 
success, In other words, it is die spirit in which the life is lived 
which is the essential point. It is characteristic of the Holy 
Scriptures to be silent concerning the inward conflicts dirough 
which Jonathan must have passed in connection with his 
relationship with David. It is enough to know that he was a 
man of like passions with ourselves, and that, therefore, he must 
have realized fully and keenly all that the acceptance of David 
as God's appointed man involved to himself. It would be a 
complete mistake to regard Jonathan as a mere weak, senti- 
mental, facile youth, for whom the prospects of a great position 
held no attraction. The account of the national deliverance 
wrought by the Lord dirough him, sufficiently shows the fallacy 
of such a view. No; the secret of Jonatlian's action lay in a deep 
subjection to the will of God, and hi the habit of communion 
with the Lord, which produced in him a humble, unselfish 
spirit. Hence, when this supreme and searching test of his life 
came, he met it in a right way. 

19 



Ws f who are God's children m the present dispensation, are 
accustomed to regard ourselves as living on a higher plane than 
did His servants in the Old Testament times, and there is, of 
course, Scriptural ground for our so doing. And yet, as we 
contemplate this act of Jonathan's and consider his subsequent 
relationship with David, may we not take shame to ourselves 
for our slowness to "let the mind that was in Christ Jesus be 
in us," and to make ourselves of no reputation in order to make 
room for the gifts and ministry of others. 

Perseverance in Prayer 
"So Ahab went up to eat and Mnk. And Elijah went up to the top of 
Mount Carmel." i Kings xviii. 42. 
yet SOME may ash whether, after all, it was really necessary 
for Elijah, tired and spent as he must have been after the strain 
of the preceding scenes, to give himself to persistent, impor- 
tunate prayer until the rain fell. The Lord had said: "Go, show 
thyself to Ahab and I will send rain upon the earth." At the 
risk of his life he had obeyed; further, he had turned both king 
and people from the worship of Baal, thus removing the cause 
of the famine. Surely then, it might be said, it was the part of 
faith to rest upon the promise already given — "I will send rain 
upon the earth." Not so did the man argue through whom the 
Lord was effecting His will. He knew tliat God often gives 
promises, in order that His servants may carry out the conditions 
of their fulfdinent, and then by their persevering prayers bring 
them to pass. Elijah had not forgotten the original message three 
and a half years before, that there was not to be rain but accord- 
ing to his word. Therefore, now that it was morally possible 
for the rain to fall, he must at all costs give himself to prayer till 
it came. 

Our Lord, in response to the disciples' request for teaching 
about prayer, gave prominence to importunity. Exactly why 
may not he easy to determine. Such an enquiry brings us into 
the realm of the unseen, concerning which our knowledge is 
but limited: hence die need of caution and reserve in attempting 



to deal with it. The aspect of prayer as a conflict with evil 
spiritual powers is, as all students of the Bible know, indicated 
in more than one place. Perhaps the most striking are in Dan. ix 
and x, in the latter of which the prophet, who with burdened 
heart had for weeks been seeking the face of God on behalf of 
Israel, was told that die delay in the answer to his prayer was due 
to the opposition of hostile spiritual power. 

Again, in the well-known passage at the elose of Ephcsians, 
we are taught that we do not wrestle with flesh and blood, but 
wc do wrestle with evil spirits. This, to a superficial view, may 
seem inconsistent with the teaching in the early part of the 
Epistle concerning our standing in Christ far above all opposing 
powers; it is really the complement of it. One tiling is certain: 
the more wc wait upon God in intercession, the more wUl we 
feel the constraint of die Spirit to do so. The converse is *lso 
true; He is easily grieved and hindered in this matter, whether 
by the sin of sloth and unwillingness for the toil and travail 
involved, or through the habit of allowing other things to 
crowd out prayer, or through one-sided interpretations of 
Scripture that shut out this aspect of revealed truth, because 
seemingly inconsistent with certain others. 

It is a serious question whciher in the training of workers 
for the ministry, or in gatherings for the edification of Christ- 
ians, the vital nature of diis ministry of instant, prevailing 
prayer is enforced as it should be, and sufficient time definitely 
set apart for its practice. 

The Harvest of Self-will 
"Thorns aha twd thistles shdl it bring forth to thee,'" Gen. iii. 18. 
the above words describe one sure result of discontent with 
a divinely-appointed limitation, and of self-willed efforts on the 
part of man to obtain that which was not in the purpose and will 
of God, Be must have fruit, whedier forbidden or not; and lo, 
he finds that he has but obtained a harvest of thorns. 

It is to be observed that the fruit of the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil, which was the subject of the divine prohibition, 



was not in itself bad or undesirable; on the contrary it had been 
created by the Lord and was, therefore, "very good." Whether 
in course of time our first parents would have been permitted 
to partake of the fruit it is impossible to say, as the Holy 
Scriptures ate silent on. the point. However that may be, the 
solemn lesson is the same, as we contemplate the consequences 
that flowed from that act of disobedience. It is well to take to 
heart and constantly to bear in mind the practical application to 
ourselves of this lesson as wc pass through life, and to take heed 
lest at any time we should grasp at some prospect or some 
advantage which it is not in the purpose of our heavenly Father 
for us to possess and enjoy. The question, be it repeated, is 
not as to the intrinsic goodness, or otherwise, of a particular 
object, but rather whether it be God's choice and appoint- 
ment far us. 

Students of Scripture ate familiar with the contrast presented 
between the fust Adam and the Second in this regard. We find 
the first placed ra a garden and surrounded by all that could 
minister to his wants and gratify his tastes, one single limitation 
alone being placed upon him. Our Lord, on the contrary, is 
led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness to endure the pangs 
of hunger, and to experience the apparent forgetfulness and 
neglect of His bodily needs by His heavenly Father. It was His, 
in obedient faith and perfect patience, to accept His circum- 
stances of want and privation and to wait patiently until such 
time as His Father sent relief. We know that the essence of the 
Satanic temptation lay not in any intrinsic wrong attached to 
the act of turning stone into bread, but in the departure from 
this attitude;, which such an act would involve. The Christian 
must expect to be confronted with this temptation in one form 
or another, not once only but many times, as he passes through 
life, and he needs to recognize that it is no sign of his heavenly 
Father's displeasure if he too is at times suffered to hunger; 
for it was, indeed, just after the Lord Jesus had received 
the testimony that He pleased God that this experience was 
sent to Him. 



The Folly of Human Preference 
"And the Lord Said ta Samuel Hearken to their voice, andmaketkem 
a Mng." i Sam. viii. 22. 
WE find in Scripture several instances recorded of the Lord 
granting the desires of men, even though such desires are 
contrary to His own will. It would seem, indeed, to be a principle 
of God's moral government, that He docs not go beyond a 
certain point in withstanding the self-will of His creatures, at 
all events during the probationary period of His dealings with 
them. The circumstances connected with the appointment of 
Saul, the son of Kish, as the first king of Israel are a notable 
illustration of this truth. Whether it was the Divine purpose 
ultimately to introduce the monarchical form of government 
into Israel or not, it is clear that the desire of the people for such 
a change was not only ill-timed, but that they were actuated by 
wrong motives in entertaining it. The theocratic order, under 
which the Lord Himself prepared and brought forward a man 
to be His instrument in the government of His people, was the 
original Divine choice, and their insistence on another order 
being substituted for it, amounted, as we learn from the sacred 
record, to a virtual rejection of the Lord Himself as the head and 
ruler of the nation. Nevertheless, their request was granted in 
the words quoted above, and we find that not long afterwards 
Saul is brought forward and is generally accepted as king. The 
succeeding chapters of the first book of Samuel recount the sad 
train of disastrous consequences to Israel, resulting from their 
own impatience and self-will. We may be certain that had they 
manifested a right spirit, and in an attitude of humility, patience 
and self-judgment, waited upon the Lord to make clear His own 
arrangement for meeting the needs of the nation, events would 
have taken a very different course. 

As we follow the history of King Saul, we are impressed by 
the fact that, though he seems to have failed at a comparatively 
early period of his reign, the Divine intervention for his removal 
was slow in operating. It is true that in purpose he was rejected 
from the kingdom, and that the man, who, in the Divine 



providence, was to be his successor, was anointed for the kingly 
office; nevertheless, long years passed, during which we are told 
that the Spirit of God had been withdrawn from Saul, and he 
liad been given up to the influence of an evil spirit thus becoming 
an incubus and a blight upon the prosperity of his country. The 
experience of the people of Israel during this lengthened period 
furnishes an instructive instance of the truth that, when men 
through impatience and self-will insist upon something, which 
is not God's purpose for them, they will most surely have to cat 
the fruit of their own doings, and the train of events thus set in 
motion will have to run. its course, sad and fruitful in mischief 
though it may prove to be. 

Like-mindedness amongst God's Children 
"Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be like-minded 
cite toward anattitf according to Christ Jestu." Rom. xv. 5. 
IN" these words the Apostle recognizes that Hke-mindedness 
amongst God's children is the result of Divine power and 
grace rather than of human effort, however sincere and well- 
intentioned. His language also implies that the attainment of 
this like-mitidcdncss will not always be an easy matter; but 
rather the reverse. God Himself is exercising much patience in 
order to bring men into a state of hke-mindedness with Himself, 
and it is this same God of patience who alone can work in 
us and so secure a similar condition, not only as between Himself 
and His children, but as amongst them in their mutual relation- 
ships. Some difficulties in the way of realizing this end may here 
be referred to. 

Much is due to the natural depravity of out hearts* which 
tends to engender in us a perverse and obstinate spirit in holding 
on to our own point of view and makes us unwilling to admit 
mistake. Not the least dangerous feature of this tendency is its 
subtlety- it may frequently operate in our minds and bias our 
view of things quite unknown to ourselves. A habit may thus 
he formed of instinctively holding on to our own righteousness 
and adhering to our own ways and opinions in a spirit that will 
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effectually blind us to anything that may be urged on the other 
side of the case. We are repeatedly warned in the Holy Scripture 
against this form of self-deception, and are also taught that it is 
the poor in spirit and the meek who will be truly taught of God 
and led into a right and true view of the matters concerning 
which there may be difference of opinion amongst brethren. 
"Blessed are the poor in spiritfor theirs is the kingdom ofHeaven." 
Again as those who differ from us perceive that our minds 
are open to receive, with respect and consideration, such facts 
and arguments as they may be led to bring forward, it will 
become easier for them to adopt a similar attitude towards 
ourselves. If, on the other hand, our minds are virtually closed 
against the possible reception of further light, this will inevitably 
re-act upon those whom we are endeavouring to influence. It is 
true of us all that we only know in part, and it is through 
practical willingness to profit by the ministry of the Holy Ghost 
through others, that we shall be led into an apprehension of the 
truth at once clearer and more comprehensive than before. We 
need to subject ourselves the one to the other in the fear of Christ. 
The opposite attitude, which, in effect, says to our brother, 
"I have no need of thee," and which engenders more or less 
contempt and impatience towards their arguments, will certainly 
result in loss of light to ourselves and loss of power to minister 
to our brethren in respect of matters under discussion. It is well 
to wait patiently for one another and to cultivate a sincerely 
teachable spirit that is willing to learn from others. Thus, and 
thus alone, wifl God's people be brought into a like-mindedness 
that is "according to Christ Jesus." 

Ability to Make Use of Mm 
how did our Lord get His apostles, who in due time built 
up and extended the Church? We know it was by patiendy 
bearing with them in their lack of insight, their unbelief, dieir 
pride, their hardness of heart, their instability and other faults. 
More than that, He not only bore with them, but He trusted 
them with power and with mimstry, sending diem forth a& 






His accredited representatives to the house of Israel. Above all, 
He constantly prayed for them. We may say with reverence 
that He had the courage, the faith, the hope regarding His 
disciples, which ace amongst the most essential qualities of a great 
leader. The Bible gives instance after instance of men un- 
promising enough at first, who subsequently developed into 
great servants of God by being trusted to bear burdens, face 
dangers, make decisions, and endure hardness. True, they 
sometimes stumbled and fell under their trials. But as die 
Proverb says: "A just man falleth seven times, and riseth 
up again," 

It is to be feared that many whom the Lord would have used 
in due time in His service, have been lost to the Church through 
the failure of those concerned to perceive and appreciate un- 
developed possibilities in men, and so being repelled by faults 
and weaknesses which under wise, sympathetic influence and a 
spirit of appreciation, they would have grown out of. It is 
possible to become stereotyped, narrow and critical in our 
judgment about others, especially the young and immature, and 
so fail in one of the most essential qualities of leadership. A 
Chinese proverb says: "The good ruler is able to make use of 
men." In other words, he can perceive and find scope for the 
particular faculties of various kinds of men, notwithstanding 
their limitations and inaptitudes in some directions. He recog- 
nizes, indeed, that the possession of one kind of power and gift, 
generally involves lack of some other kinds. You cannot bore a 
hole with a good hammer, or drive home a nail with a fret-saw. 

The Grace of God 
"By the grate of God I am what I am: and Mis grace which was be- 
stowed upon me was not in vain." i Coc. xv. 10. 
these words seem to indicate the possibility that the grace of 
God bestowed upon, us may be in vain, And if so, why? It is 
very important, if I may venture to say so, to get at the root of 
this matter. Many people will tell us — and I am afraid that I have 
said it myself from time to time — "Well, I have some defect 
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of temperament, or bodily weakness, or something of that kind, 
and that is why I have made such a poor success of my life as a 
Christian, and a servant of God.'* 

But is that really the reason? It seems to me that the Bible does 
not teach us so, Our weakness, our sinfulness, our foolishness 
are opportunities for the grace of God. We will never admit 
that they are too much for the grace of God. We want to take 
a right attitude towards die grace of God. I see more and more, 
as I look back over my Christian life and service, that the radical 
cause of weakness and inconsistency and instability and failure 
has been simply that I have not accepted what the Scripture says 
the grace of God is to me, and for me, and in me. It is simply 
unbelief that is the root of this. 

Oh, bow much we may hinder the grace of God by self- 
effort! It is utterly wrong to say that we hinder the grace of 
God by, say, a bad temper, or foolish judgment, or being very 
weak — perhaps a weak kind of a man — or being very strong, or 
being very conceited. Those things do not hinder the grace of 
God. The grace of God is meant for those things. Therefore if we 
go harping on that as the cause of our failure it simply shows that 
we are ignoring the grace of God. Is not that sound? Is not that 
true? It is a sin to do it. 

Let us all afresh believe what is revealed to us as the grace of 
God in Christ; that we arc in Christ, that Christ is our life, that 
we are made "accepted in the beloved/' Do you really believe 
that, or are yon looking to yourself, and thinking, "Oh well, 
I am so unstable/' or 'T am so unsatisfactory, and oh dear, 
I get so slack in my Christian life, and I am always backsliding 
a bit and tumbling over"? If so, you are treating the matter in a 
radically wrong and hopeless way. That is the way to frustrate 
the grace of God. 



The Testing of Faith 
in 1 kings xvii we find that the famine, primarily intended as 
a judgment upon apostate Israel, is also the means of furthering 
the spiritual training of God's true servant Elijah. He, too, is 



called to share in the general straitness, and thereby experiences 
as never before the faithfulness and power of God in supplying 
his needs. Nor is the Lord confined to one method in caring for 
His servant. As soon as die brook Chcrith has dried up, the 
miraculous feeding by ravens comes to an end, and the prophet 
is sent to the very country whence the worship of Baal had 
come, there to be dependent on the bounty of a poor widow, 
herself on the point of starvation. And so, throughout the whole 
period of the famine, w: find that Elijah is kept in daily and 
hourly dependence on God. To him, as a man of like passions 
with outselves, it would, speaking after the manner of men, 
have been easier if the Lord had in some way provided an 
abundant store for the prophet's use, sufficient to last him till 
the rain fell. It is, however, in the school of constant dependence 
and prolonged testing of faith and patience that the type of 
character is formed -which is fitted to be God's instrument in 
the widespread manifestation of His power and grace. 

"And Timothy Our Brother" 
a Cor. i. 1. 
Tim relation of the Apostle Paul with his younger colleague 
Timothy is full of instruction. The latter quite as much held the 
position of a learner from the Apostle as that of a colleague with 
him, and yet we find that the Holy Spirit leads Paul, when 
writing some of his Epistles, to associate Timothy with himself 
as the joint author of the letter. He was careful to give him honour 
and recognition as his colleague before those amongst whom they 
were labouring. Nor did die fact that his gifts and experience far 
exceeded those of his younger brother ever make him despise 
or ignore him, and leave him out of account in their common 
work. 

Experience shows that it is often easier to cherish feelings of 
Christian love for those who may be separated from us by 
distance, than towards those with whom we are constantly and 
closely associated. This is, no doubt, largely due to the fact that 
the fail of man has not only affected his spiritual and moral 



condition, but has also given rise to sad defects both of mind and 
temperament. Hence, even where through Divine grace there 
may be true love to God and an honest desire to do right, dierc 
are often personal idiosyncrasies more or less trying to others 
affected by them. An individual may, for instance, occasion 
much difficulty to his companions by hasty and rash conduct; 
another may be a source of annoyance through undue timidity 
and vacillation. Again, differences in point of view and in 
personal habits, due to previous training and education, are apt 
sometimes to cause strain between fellow-Christians. Without 
discussing here how far these defects of temperament may be 
eliminated by the indwelling and fullness of the Holy Spirit, we 
would direct attention to the fact that these very elements in our 
relationships with others, which at first sight seem to be a 
hindrance, are intended to promote our growth in grace and our 
capacity for usefulness in the Lord's service. 

How we need practically to bear in mind the truth that it is 
by that which "every joint suppheth" that the Spirit of God will 
accomplish His ministry on behalf of the Body. No man, 
however important, can say to another: "I have no need of 
thee." It is easy, whilst not saying dns in so many words, yet 
in effect to show diat we do not consider ourselves dependent 
upon the co-operation and prayerful judgment of brethren. We 
need to take heed lest we despise "the least of these litde ones. 
The writer remembers being told in his youth that young men 
needed to guard against self-conceit, as diis was a failing to which 
they were prone. This, no doubt, was true of the young men of 
that time; but as years have passed, the question lias sometimes 
presented itself whether diose of us who are now older do not 
need to guard against a still more unpardonable form of conceit, 
which renders us unable to appreciate and profit by the powers 
and views of our juniors. Let us remember that the first recorded 
words of our Lord to His newly-made disciples were: "Blessed 
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is die kingdom of heaven." 
Again, in die First Episde to the Corinthians it is written that 
"if any man think that he knoweth anything, he knoweth 
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nothing yet as he ought to know." Whilst experience in the 
Lord's work is intended to be, and should be, a great blessing, 
it is possible for it, unless accompanied with true humility, to 
become a hindrance, as it may prevent a man from assimilating 
new thought, which really represents the mind of God in regard 
to a new situation. 
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